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Utah rises one spot in The Athletic’s
college football preseason Top 25

By STEWART MANDEL

The last of the high-profile
~pnm, transfer portal entrants
have found new homes. Coaches
are turning their attention to re-
cruiting visits. And the video game
is almost here.
Time for my 2024 preseason
Top 25, version 3.0,
1. Georgia (Previous rank: 1)
News flash: Georgia is still
loaded. Carson Beck, who threw
45 pa: in the Bulldogs’ spring
game, should be one of the bes!
quarterbacks in the country, pl.
ing behind a dominant offensi
line. Former Miami receiver Col-
bie Young looks like a nice addi-
tion alongside Dominic Lovett,
Dillon Bell and Rara Thomas. The
defense will be fast, hungry and
brimming with prcnr.nccd veter-
ans like safety ) d
linebacker Smael

und()n Rising

sophomore linebacker CJ Allen
stood out in the spring game,
2. Chio State (Previous:

e has assembled a de
ing high-
end dnrl prmpux s like rec
er Emeka Egbuka, running b:
TreVeyon Henderson and defensive
ends JT Tuimoloau and Jac! W-
T \\hllL‘ adding the likes of former
s running back Quinshon
ludkm\ and former Alabama safe-
ty Caleb Downs through the tran:
fer portal. Freshman wideout Jer-
emiah Smith, the nation’s No. 1
recruit, already looked the part in
his first spring. But I can't rank the
Buckeyes No. 1 due to an unsettled
quarterback competition between
Kansas State transfer Will Howard
and returnee Devin Brown, plus a
couple of questions on the offen-
sive line.

3. Texas (Previous: 3)

Quinn Ewers has a new set of
targets from the transfer portal
in Isaiah Bond (Alabama), Silas
Bolden (Oregon State) and Mat-
thew Golden (Houston). Rising
sophomore DeAndre Moore Jr.

le Kelvin Banks leads a ilmn;,ufv
fensive line, and Steve Sarkisis

raved this spring about hi

son). The biggest question remains
the secondary, which struggled in

ege
semifinal and in the spring game.
4. Alabama -

I overcorrected after Nick Sa-
ban's retirement. If a
Tide should be better t
son. Quarterback
more established a
ing in new coach Kalen DeBoer’s
creative offense. Running backs
Jam Miller and Justice Haynes
should be a solid 1-2 tandem, for-
mer Washington receiver Germie
Bernard 2nd center Parker Brails-
ford were big additions, and tack-
le Kadyn Proctor is back after all.
The front seven looks strong, and
DeBoer went hard after defensive
backs in the portal, notably former
Michigan safety Keon Sabb and
fnrrmr USC cornerback Domani

3 (Previous:

The Ducks look like the Big
Ten's best team not named Ohio
State. Oklahoma transfer Dillon
Gabriel was unsurprisingly sharp
in the spring game, with Tez S
son and Texas A&M transfer Evan
Stewart his top targets. Running
back Jay Harris (Northwest Mis-
souri State) could be a nice com-
plement to Jordan James. Hous-
ton transfer defensive tackle
Jamaree Caldwell looked the part
in the spring, as did several young-
er defensive linemen. Washington
transfer cornerback Jabbar Mu-
hammad was a big addition in the
secondary.

6. Ole Miss. : 5)

You know what to expect on of-
fense with quarterback Jaxson
art, running back Ulysses chb
1V and receivers Tre Harris
and Jordan Watkins. Washington
transfers Nate Kalepo and Julius
Buelow upgraded the offensive line.
Lane Kiffin pledged to improve his
defense via the portal, and he just
keeps adding. He recently land-
ed former Jacksonville State de-
fensive end Chris Hardie, who led
Conference USA with 8.5 sacks last
season. Hardie joins returnees Jar-
ed Ivey and JJ Pegues, Texas A&M
transfer Walter Nolen and Flori-
da transfer Princely Umanmielen,
among others.

7. Notre Dame

Proven quarterback R iley

Wmmmhmw

raised optimism about the Mwmmhhmﬂgu

Leonard (Duke) could thrive with
new offensive coordinator Mike
Denbrock’s run game. Rising soph-
omore Jeremiyah Love is ready
to be the lead b: nd the Irish
should be better at receiver with
the addition of Kris Mitchell (FIU).
But it won't be easy replacing of-
fen: Al

C nj
rison return from last year's de-
fense llml ranked ﬁflh nnuun:ll-

x m
Rising looked even hcll(-r than
before in Utal

Singer (Arizona), Mnm') Parks
and three-time All-Pa
end Brant Kuithe,
injury. Linebacke:
tol d K

Lander Bar-
ene Reid and corner-

maiah Vaughn are proven
veterans. The Utes will need new
faces to emerge in the secondary,
including transfer cornerbacks Ke-
nan Johnson (Georgia Tech) and
Cameron Calhoun (Michigan).

o. ,

The defending champion Wol-
verines should be stout again on
defense, led by three projected
first-rounders in defensive tack-
les Mason Graham and Kenneth
Grant and cornerback Will John-
son. Former Maryland lineback-
er Jaishawn Barham figures to
ter. Michigan's quarter-
back picture remains murky, with
senior and former walk-on Davis
Warren pushing sophomore Alex

tion as well. But ne
rone Moore knows what he has in
star running back Donovan Ed-

wards and tight end Colston Love-
land. Sophomore receiver Fredrick
Moore shined in the spring game.

10. Florida State (Previous: 14)

Mike Norvell again will rely
heavily on the portal, starting
with quarterback DJ Uiagalelei
(Clemson/Oregon State). A pair of
Alabama transfers, wide receiver
Malik Benson and running back
Roydell Williams, shined in the
spring, and Georgia transfer Mar-
vin Jones Jr. looks like FSU’s next
great pass rusher. The secondary
should be a strength with corners
Fentrell Cypress Il and Azareye'h
Thomas, but the defense as a whole
will be inexperienced.

11. Oklahoma State (Previous:
10)

Coming off a surprise 10-win
season, the Cowboys rank No. 4
nationally in returning produc-
tion, per ESPN's Bill Connelly,
highlighted by quarterback Alan
Bowman, Doak Walker winner Ol-
lie Gordon Il and the entire offen-
sive line. Linebackers Nick Martin
and Collin Oliver headline a de-
fense that's high on career starts
but finished 123rd in yards per
play last season (6.5). Mike Gundy
must be confident in the group, as
he brought in a few transfers.

Missouri

.

Quarterback Brady Cook and
receivers Luther Burden I11 and
Theo Wease are all back from an
11-win team. Transfer running
backs Marcus Carroll (Georgia

OR COPY

State) and Nate Noel (Appalachian
State) look to fill the void left by
All-American Cody Schrader.
Drinkwitz boosted the offensive
line with the addition of AL-FAAC

tackle Marcus Bryant from SMU.
The defense lost several top p
but added former Florida defen-

‘\hrhu.an State end Zion Young
and former Clemson cornerback
Toriano Pride.

: 13)

\cu coach Brent Brennan man-
aged to retain most of the Wild-
cats’ key cogs, including quarter-
k Noah Fifita, wideout Tetairoa
McMillan and four offensive line
starters. Running back remains a
question, Standout cornerback Ta-
cario Davis, who withdrew from
the portal after spring ball, joins
Gunner Maldonado and Dalton
Johnson in a strong seconda
izona will count on linebackes
cob Manu and Justin Flowe, but its
defensive line may be light on ex-

ically remade
up via the portal. Wash-
ate transfer quarterback
Cam Ward is the centerpiece, but
All-Pac-12 running back Damien
Martinez (Oregon State), former
Houston receiver Sam Brown and
former Tennessee pass rusher Ty-

ler Baron all pledged in the spring.

Brown joins Xavier R( strepo and
Jacolby George at rec . Baron

will bookend star Ru(lx en Bain on

the defensive front. Former Wash-

ington safety Mishael Powell w
big get, but the secondary may
have holes.

15. Kansas State (Previous: Un-

Thave no idea why I had K-State
s0 low. Sophomore Averv Johnson

still

Oklahoma

EL REHMER

practice on March 12. Rising’s retumn from a knee injury has
Conference.

could be one of the best dual-threat
quarterbacks in the country. Run-
ning back DJ Giddens returns, and
Chris Klieman added Color: 3
leading rusher Dylan Edwards
in the spring. Penn State transfer
wideout Dante Cephas is intrigu-
ing. The offensive line is a concern,
although North Dakota tackle
Easton Kilty was a touted add. An
experienced defensive line should
be a strength, with the defense’s
questions coming on the back end.

Tennessee (Previous:

16. Te

Excitement is building for the
Nico lamaleava era. In addition
to returning receivers Bru Mc-
Coy and Squirrel White, five-star
freshman Mike Matthews and for-
mer Tulane star Chris Brazzell I1
flashed in the spring. Running back
depth is a concern. All-SEC defen-
sive end James Pearce Jr. leads an
experienced front, and cornerback
Jermod McCoy (Oregon State) and
safety Jakobe Thomas (Middle
Tennessce) helped plug holes in
the secondary.

17. Penn State (Previous: 16)

Creative offensive coordinator
Andy Kotelni rmerly at Kan-
sas, looks to get more out of quar-
terback Drew Allar. Lea nhn re-
ceiver KeAndre Lambert-Smith
left in the spring for Auburn, so
Harrison Wa e 111 and former
Ohio State receiver Julian Flem-
ing need to take over. Wi
transfer

er to end in defensive coordi
Tom Allen’s 4-2-5 scheme.
gia transfer cornerback
ris should make an impact

18. Louisville (Previous: 11)

After initially loading up in
the portal, Jeff Brohm saw con-
siderable attrition in the sorine

SETHANY BAKER

Hv.p--mdup-nbom

quarterback Jackson Amold,
WM“TWM‘“IFMM 8, 2023.

including winter transfer pickups
Tyler Baron and running back
Peny Boone (Toledo). Much of the
Cards’ lineup will be newcomers,
led by quarterback Tyler Skough
(Texas Tech), running back Donald
Chaney Jr. (Miami) and wide re-
ceiver Ja'Corey Brooks (Alabama),
First-team All-ACC defensive end
Ashton Gillotte and ex-Harvard de-
fensive tackle Thor Griffith lead a
strong defensive line. The second-
ary could be a concern.

19. Oklahoma (Previous: 15)

Expectations are high for soph-
omore quartert ackson Ar-
nold. Purdue tra; ideout De-
ion Burks dazzled in OU's spring
game (five catches, 174 yards, two
TDs), adding to an already deep re-
ceiving corps. But the offensive line,
which lost four starters (three to
the NFL Draft), remained a big con-
cern coming uulul'lpnm, Star line-
backer Danny defensive
end Ethan Downs and v Billy
Bowman lead an experienced de-
fense that must improve from 54th

Coming off nine wins, KU
should earn its first preseason

ing i Star quarter-
is healthy, and
top two running
n Neal and Daniel
)hsh.nw Jr) and top three re -
(Lawrence Arnold, Quentin
Skinner and Luke Grimm) all re-
turn. Cornerbacks Cobee Bry-
ant and Mello Dotson
pl kers on a defense that lags
behind the uﬂ'\-nn North h.lkn-
ta

Javier Derritt umm make an im-
pact

21. NC State (Previous: 23)

Dave Doeren has the makings of
led by standout
sfer quarter-
ayson McCall, All-ACC re-
ver KC Concepcion and transfer
ymakers like running back Jor-
Waters (Duke), re

ceiver Noah nu;,m mh-
Former Notre Dame center Zeke
Correll fills the only vacant start-
ing job up front. The defense
take a step back without standouts
Payton Wilson and Shyheim Battle.
22. Clemson (Previous: 19)

Dabo Swinne
the only non-; 'y
take zero transfers Runnmg back
Phil Mafah emerged as a s
season, but new offensive line
coach Matt Luke needs to shore
up the protection for quarterback
Cade Klubnik. Getting & i
Antonio Williams from in-
boost. Linebacker Barrett
Carterisa proven standout, and
T.J. Parker and Peter Woods lead
arevamped defensive line

23. Texas AGM :21)

Mike Elko and offensive coor-
dinator Collin Klein should get
more out of the Aggies’ offense
That starts with quarterback C
ner Weigman, running back Le Ve-
on Moss and the receivers. Former
Purdue defensive end
ton, last year's Big Ten sack leader.
was dominant in the spring game.
He joins tackle Shemar Turner on
a strong defensive line. Lineback:
ers Taurean York and Scooby Wil
liams (Florida transfer) look the
part. The offensive line and sec
andaries may be works in progress

The Hawkeyes rank in Connel
ly’s top 10 in returning procduction
(although there w  much offen
sive production to start with). New
offensive coordinator Tim Lester
has installed a brand-new scheme
Kirk Ferentz brought
Northwestern quarterback §
dan Sullivan, but Cade McNag
remains the starter lowa !
field yet another stout defense, ke
by All-America tinebacker Jay Hig
gins. defensive end Deaite raig
defensive tackle Yaha Black and
defensive back Sebastian Casti

25. Virginia Yech (Pravious.
NR)

Sleeper The Mok

proved frg o Wik b
n Brent Pry s second sea
bring back 19 sta Dl

\atwann Fos ol
wnerbeck Doy
earnod Al ACC hoss

Just missed: 1510 foy . 000,
Wisconsin. Keutucky. We
ginia
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